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EUROPE FROM 911  TO 1198

Frederick's

nftion for
Victor IV

had only had a minority of the votes and yet had been
recognised as the true Pope ; and Victor's supporters among
the cardinals issued a statement asserting that there were
9 of them against 14 on the other side. If this had been
true, the parallel with 1130, when the voting was 16 to 27,
would have been a close one. Actually, however, only 5
cardinals signed the statement, while a similar statement
issued by Alexander's supporters was signed by 23. With
such an overwhelming majority Alexander III could justly
claim to be the rightful Pope. But it was not merely a
question of numbers, and the personal ambition of his rival
cloaked a deeper issue. The situation was, in fact, not unlike
that in 1061, when the imperial court, allied with the Lom-
bard bishops and the Roman nobles, had tried to set up a
subservient Pope, Honorius II, and the cardinals, with Nor-
man support, had enthroned their choice, Alexander II. So,
too, in 1159, Victor IV had the support of the Emperor, the
German and most of the Lombard bishops, and republican
Rome ; Alexander III, the true choice of the cardinals, was
able to maintain himself thanks to the aid of the Normans.
The chief difference was that in 1061 the supporters of
Honorius were challenging the Election Decree ; in 1159
this had to be accepted and the pretence made that Victor
was elected in accordance with its rules.

How far Frederick was responsible for the schism, it is
^possible to say ; perhaps, in previously creating a party
favourable to himself in the Curia, he had contemplated the
election of a Pope amenable to his views. But there is no
question that he welcomed the situation when it arose. It
gave him the opportunity to assert that, when the Church
was in peril through schism or other disorder, it was the
function of the Emperor to intervene, as had been done in
the past by Constantine and others, and more recently by
Charlemagne and Otto the Great. Accordingly he summoned
a general council of the Church to meet at Pavia, and ordered
the two rival Popes to appear in person before it. The hold-
ing of the council, originally fixed for Epiphany, wans deferred
in order that the Emperor might concentrate on the capture
of Crema, which was now imminent. Crema surrendered on
January 26, 1160, and the council of Pavia met on February 5.
But it was not a council representative of the Western Church